
On Friday, August 7th, 2009, WI SWCS hosted a Central Wisconsin Glacial Geology and 
Organic Farming Tour.  We had 16 people from across the state show up on a cloudy day 
at Jordan Park in Stevens Point.  Retired UW-Stevens Point soils professor Clarence 
“Curly” Milfred led the group in Wisconsin glacial geology discussions at the park and 
then took us to a number of interesting locations east of town amongst the Hancock and 
Almond moraine country.  We stopped at an old mill dam on the Plover River where the 
river cuts through the moraine.  We stopped at a farm with an ice wall lake deposit of 
sand, which is both mined and farmed. We looked at a rural subdivision on top of the 
Almond moraine which had a bird’s eye view of Stevens Point.  
 

 
Photo: Dr. Clarence “Curly” Milfred explaining Wisconsin glaciology. 
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By happenstance, the tour ran into Bill Ebert, Golden Sands RC&D coordinator, who was 
working on the Steinhaugen Agroforestry Demonstration Project.  In 2007, 200 trees, 500 
shrubs, and 500 perennial plants were planted on a 2-acre site on the Steinhaugen Farm 
northeast of Stevens Point. An 8-foot high, high tension solar-powered electric fence was 
designed and built to control deer damage. Rain water from a barn roof is stored in two 
1,100 gallon tanks and used in a gravity-flow drip irrigation system. More information on 
this farm can be found at: http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/index.html. 
 

 
Photo: Steinhaugen Agroforestry Demonstration Project, Portage County. 
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The tours midway stop was the Hiess Organic Farm located in Ellis.  Lunch was taken 
there and Norbert Hiess, owner, talked about his organic cropping practices.  The group 
was particularly interested in the types of fertilizers and tillage practices he uses to grow 
his crops.  Norbert grows 160 acres of row crops with no one else helping on the 
operation.  Needless to say, he’s a very busy farmer.  Initial tillage and cultivation on a 
typical corn crop is 5 times across the field.  An example of fertilizers Norbert used was 
waste from fish processing plants. 
 

 
Photo: Hiess Organic Farm, Portage County. 
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The last stop was a Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) wetland mitigation 
site on a 200 acre muck over sand retired farming operation.  Restoration efforts included 
ditch plugs, scrapes and seeding.  Group attendees Simone Kolb from the Army Corps of 
Engineers and Meghan Buckley, UW-Stevens Point professor talked about permitting 
and monitoring work being done on the site.  We then headed back to Jordan Park and 
departed.  A very good time was had by all. 
 

 
Photo: The SWCS “tourists.” 
 
 
Until next time… 


