
Is Wisconsin Meeting the Nutrient Management Challenge, was the theme of the 
Annual Conference attended by approximately 175 professionals from around the 

state. 
 
Moderator, Pete Nowak, entertained and probed intriguing questions from the audi-
ence relating to the Phosphorus Index, subsurface drainage, water quality trading, NR 
151 implementation and the impact it all has at the farm level.  Presentations, com-
ments and answers to the intriguing questions and challenges were provided by soil 

and water professionals from Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
 
The conference succeeded in advancing the mission of the Soil and Water Conserva-

tion Society, which is to foster the science and art of natural resource conservation. 
 
Thanks to all the presenters: Laura Ward Good, Paul McGinley, Kevin Fermanich, 
Kevin Erb, Eric Cooley, Jeffrey S. Strock, Steve Richter, Matt Deibel, Kevin Shafer, 
Russ Rassmussen, and Paul Zimmerman, moderator Pete Nowak and to all those 

who attended and helped to make the conference a success. 
 
See Page 5 for Photos from the Conference! 

2011 Annual SWCS Conference a Success 
By Andy Holschbach 

2011 Hall of Fame Inductees 

The 27th Conservation Hall of Fame induction ceremony will take place 
Saturday May 7th, 2011 at the 1800 Theater and Restaurant at Sentry 
Insurance in Stevens Point.  Read about the inductees on page 2 of 
this newsletter! 
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“Like winds and 

sunsets, wild things 

were taken for 

granted until 

progress began to 

do away with them. 

Now we face the 

question whether a 

still higher 

'standard of living' 

is worth its cost in 

things natural, wild 

and free.”  

Foreword to A 

Sand County 

Almanac (1949) 



Jacque and Dorothy Vallier.  The conservation efforts by Dorothy Vallier began when she was married to Gordon 

Kummer.  Dorothy is the daughter of Henry Uihlein, the founder of the Schlitz Brewery.  As a young person she be-

came a junior member of the Audubon Society.  The Kummers started Treehaven in 1954.  It began with 600 acres 

dedicated to the preservation of the mixed hardwood forest near Tomahawk, WI and eventually was expanded to 

1200 acres.  The “on the ground” work on the original Treehaven property was conducted by Bill Sylvester, the for-

ester for Trees For Tomorrow who later joined the faculty of the CNR of UWSP.  After Gordon Kummer’s death, 

Dorothy married Jacque Valleir in 1977.  At Bill’s suggestion, the Valliers donated Treehaven for the CNR’s student 

summer camp and related programs in 1984. Jacque Vallier had an enviable record in conservation in efforts before he 

and Dorothy were married, but together many of their long standing efforts came to fruition.  Among those accom-

plishments were: (1) the Schlitz Audubon Center for the education of children in the woods, meadows, ravines, and 

bluffs along the Lake Michigan shoreline, (2) a logging camp replica at Keshena Falls donated to the Menominee Indian 

Tribe, (3) major contribution to the Society of Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus (prairie chickens, (4) funding of the 

Dorothy and Jacques Vallier Chair of Ecology in the CNR at UWSP.  Jacque passed away in 1996; Dorothy is still with 

us. 

Stanton W. Mead (1900-1988), the former President of Consolidated Papers Inc. in Wisconsin Rapids was born in 

Rockford, Illinois and graduated from Yale University.  He was in administration at Consolidated papers until his retire-

ment in 1971 where he emphasized sustained yields on company managed lands.  He served as president of the Wis-

consin Valley Improvement Company that developed the reservoir system that controls flow and prevents flooding, as 

a reliable supply of water is provided for the paper mills.  Mead was directly active in pollution abatement from the 

sulphite pulping process from 1939 to 1965. He was the motivator for the gift of 20,000 acres for the Mead Wildlife 

Area in Central Wisconsin.  Stanton Mead had a great interest in education and youth projects.  He served as trustee 

for Lawrence College and the Institute of Paper Science, was a long time leader in the Boy Scouts and was president of 

the Samoset Council in Wood County.  In 1959 he was named “Citizen of the Year” by the Wisconsin Rapids Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

CONSERVATION HALL OF FAME 2011 INDUCTEES 

By Milo Harpstead 

Noble W. Clark (1891-1988) was born in South Dakota and grew up on a farm in Minnesota.  He received his 
bachelor’s degree from the UW-Madison in 1915.  He taught and was farm manager at the Michigan State University 
for a few years before returning to UW-Madison where he completed an MS degree and spent the rest of his career 
there.  He was not a scientist but as an administrator instrumental seeing the number of scientists in the College of 
Agriculture grow from 80 in 1927 to 250 when he retired in 1962.  His emphasis was on soil erosion control and the 

worldwide problems in food supply.  To this end, some of the involvements were: 
•  In 1932 he was a supervisor of the first land use and wind erosion project in Wisconsin 

•  In 1933 he was an advisor for the Coon Creek Watershed Demonstration Project 

•  Along with the likes of Aldo Leopold he championed reforestation efforts across Wisconsin 

•  Deputy Director of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

•  Chairman of Agricultural Policy of the Association of Land Grant Colleges and Universities 

•  Clark was the first chairman the State Soil Conservation Committee 

There are few people whose actions epitomize the goals of our organization, the SWCS, more than those of Noble 

Clark. 
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I was pleased to be recognized by the National Capitol Chapter of SWCS with the Norm Berg 
Conservation Legacy Award.  Mr. Berg was truly a legend among conservationists.  During the last 
seven years of my NRCS career in Washington, D.C., I had the fortune to witness his wisdom in 

action as he calmly offered historical perspective for many conservation issues. 
 
At the national level, I provided program leadership for EQIP, CSP, and WHIP.  Prior to that, I 
served in the Midwest Regional Office (Madison); state level positions in Illinois, Maine, and Ohio; 
and four county level positions in Ohio.  I became a Society member in 1973 and served as Maine 

chapter president in 1987. 
 
I also want to thank my many SWCS friends throughout the country that have offered encourage-
ment and support as we deal with the challenges following my diagnosis of ALS two years ago.  

Rhea and I are enjoying our retirement in the Cedarburg/Grafton area with family nearby. 
 
Editors Note:  Harry Slawter, is a retired NRCS employee and presently lives in Ozaukee County  

Harry Slawter Receives Norm Berg Conservation Legacy Award 
By Harry Slawter 
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Friend of Conservation – Educator: Mary Holleback, Riveredge Nature Center 
 
Mary Holleback has been the Riveredge Nature Center’s Adult Education Coordinator for 
the last 19 years. Mary has organized a “Testing the Waters” program that now includes 
students from 19 high schools in 7 counties. To date over 25,000 students have participated 
in program under Mary’s leadership. Through Mary’s efforts a Land Use Educational Pro-
gram has been developed in several of the schools which participate in the monitoring pro-
gram. The programs purpose is to give students an understanding of how human actions 

impact the environment. 
 
Mary coordinates water quality monitoring efforts in the Newburg area as a Water Action 
Volunteer and is now providing training to participants in a program to return lake sturgeon 

to the Milwaukee River. 

Chapter Achievement Award – Peggie James 
 
Peggie has demonstrated outstanding leadership as a soil conservationist and as a member 
of the Soil and Water Conservation Society. Peggie has served in a variety of leadership 
positions within NRCS including as District Conservationist in Iowa County, NRCS Liaison 
to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, national NRCS Liaison to The Nature 
Conservancy and as the program manager for the Farmland, Ranchland Protection Pro-
gram/Grassland Protection Program. Peggie also actively participated with DATCP in the 
development of the Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) program as a 

part of the Working Lands Initiative. 
 
Peggie served as the Wisconsin SWCS Chapter as Secretary from 1998 -2003, Vice Presi-
dent in 2003 and as President in 2004. Peggie has also served SWCS at the national level as 
a Regional Director from 2005 to present, Vice President in 2007 and was elected as the 
SWCS National President in 2008 and 2009. Peggie continued to serve as the national 

SWCS Treasurer in 2010. 

Wisconsin Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation 

Society 2011 Award Recipients 
By Pat Murphy 

Friend of Conservation – Organization: Wisconsin Wetlands Association 
 
The Wisconsin Wetlands Association was established in 1969 to protect the states wetland 
resources through education, training, advocacy and research on key issues that affect wet-

lands. WWA is a statewide organization with over 1450 members. 
 
WWA’s accomplishments include; raising initial awareness of wetland values during the 
construction of Madison’s beltline highway before state or federal wetland protection laws 
provided mandatory protection, advocating for Wisconsin Act 6 to protect isolated wet-
lands from destruction after federal protection of isolated wetlands was lost, promotion 
and support for federal wetland restoration programs and advocacy for streamlining state 

permitting processes during wetland restoration. 

"Conservation 

will ultimately 

boil down to 

rewarding the 

private landowner 

who conserves the 

public interest.” 

Conservation 

Economics (1934), 

Aldo Leopold 
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Annual Conference in a SnapshotAnnual Conference in a SnapshotAnnual Conference in a SnapshotAnnual Conference in a Snapshot    
Photos by Andy Holschbach  

Paul McGinley from UWSP UW-Extension 
presented on water quality. 

Milo Harpstead 
announced the 
Conservation 
Hall of Fame 

Inductees 

Friend of Conservation – Educator:  

 

Presented to  

Mary Holleback of Riveredge Nature Center 

Friend of Conservation  Award– 

Organization: 

 

Presented to  

Wisconsin Wetlands Association 



The Soil & Water Conservation Society Council at the March meeting approved 
the allocation of $100 to each of the six SWCS Regions for promotion of the WI 

Chapter. 
 
Request for funds need to be directed through the area representative (listed on 
the back of this newsletter). These funds are intended to support activities further-

ing the enhancement of our soil and water resources. 
 
Funds are already being used in area 5 to support the Sheboygan River Basin Part-
nership effort to clean up a portion of the Sheboygan River on May 21st.  T-shirts 

with the SWCS logo and other sponsors will be made available. 
 
So get creative and work to support and promote our Wisconsin SWCS Chapter.  

Eagle Cam!  Watch Live Eagles 
 
Eagle’s nest camera in Trempealeau County.   

The site is http://eagles4kids.com  

 

The Raptor Resource Project brings you the Decorah Eagles from atop their tree at 

the fish hatchery in Decorah, Iowa. 

 

The live video feed is streamed online 24/7. At night an infrared light provides night 

vision to viewers through the cam. Infrared light is not visible to eagles, they do 

not see it or know it is there. 
 

First hatch 4/2/11. 
24-hour collage of first egg pip and hatch 

Second hatch 4/3/11. 
First glimpse of second hatchling 

Third hatch 4/6/11. 
Close-ups of the third hatch 

 

 
http://www.ustream.tv/decoraheagles  
 

Funds Targeted to WI SWCS Regions To Promote SWCS 

“There are two 

things that 

interest me: the 

relation of 

people to each 

other, and the 

relation of 

people to land.” 

Wherefore 

Wildlife Ecology 

Aldo Leopold 
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2011 Officer and Committee Contacts 
 

President: Andy Holschbach   aholschbach@co.ozaukee.wi.us 

 

President-Elect: Adam Abel   adam.abel@wi.usda.gov 

 

2nd Vice President: Ryan Gerlich  ryan.gerlich@wi.usda.gov 

 

Past President: Jerry Griswold  jerrygriswold@ameritech.net 

 

Secretary: Barry Bubolz  barry.bubolz@wi.usda.gov 

 

Treasurer: Gene Hausner   gene.hausner@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter: Amanda Crowe  amanda.crowe@wi.usda.gov 

 

Region 1 Rep: Paula Carow   mbarber@ruskcountywi.us 

Region 2 Rep: Christine Bouzek  christine.bouzek@wi.usda.gov 

Region 3 Rep: Jon Field   Jonfield21@gmail.com 

Region 4 Rep: Chris Miller   chris.miller@wi.usda.gov 

Region 5 Rep: Gary Korb   gkorb@sewrpc.org 

Region 6 Rep: Joe Smedberg   joe.smedberg@wi.usda.gov 

 

Committee Chairs 

Awards: Pat Murphy    pat.murphy@wi.usda.gov 

Legislative: Pete Nowak   pnowak@facstaff.wisc.edu 

Nominations: Tyrone Larson   tyrone.larson@wi.usda.gov 

Program Development: Jon Field  Jonfield21@gmail.com 

WI Conservation Milo Harpstead  miloharp@att.net 

 

Student Chapters  

University of Wisconsin-Platteville 

Chris Baxter, Advisor   baxterch@uwplatt.edu 

 

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 

Steven Levine, Advisor   slevine@uwsp.edu 

 

West North Central Peggie James  peggie.james@wi.usda.gov 

 

International Office  

SWCS – (515) 289-2331  

or (800) THE-SOIL (843-7645) 

945 SW Ankeny Road, Ankeny, IA 




