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Nils Folke Becker 1891-1961 
Folke Becker was born in Sweden in 1891 and was educated in Scandinavia and 
Germany. His father was a well known paper engineer. He came to the US in 1914, 
became a citizen in 1919 and called northern Wisconsin his home for the rest of his life. 
Early on, Becker directed his life toward improving the efficiency of paper making and 
the improvement and perpetuation of the forest resource. To this end he was 
instrumental in the establishment of Trees for Tomorrow (Trees) in 1944 where a 
multitude of students are instilled with the conservation ethic to this day. Becker worked 
closely with “Mully” Taylor, the long-time director of “Trees”, and established the first 
logger’s apprenticeship training Program. 
 
Becker joined the Rhinelander Paper Co. in 1926 as mill superintendent and served as 
president of the company from 1935 till his retirement in 1954. During his early years 
with the company he was a proponent of the Forest Crop Law for public funding of 
forestry and the County Forest program. In the 1950s, Becker pressed the 
Conservation Department to establish the position of forest entomologist to support 
reforestation.. 
 
After his retirement Folke Becker was appointed to the Wisconsin Forestry Advisory 
Council where he served until 1961. During his tenure on this committee helped to 
shape the forestry program for the remainder of the 20th century. This included the 
establishment of a center for forestry and watershed research in the Coulee Region. In 
his obituary, the Rhinelander Daily News stated that Folke Becker went beyond the 
expected and helped Wisconsin into a new era, one that saw the reforestation of much 

of the state and careful management of the resource for many different uses. 

 
The Richard (Dick) and Robert (Bob) Hunt brothers 

The Hunt brothers were born to Roy and Clara Hunt, Dick in1926 and Bob in1933.  
During the Great Depression the Hunt family moved from Madison to the nearby small 
town of McFarland on Lake Waubesa.  The lake, river and associated wetlands, 
together with their interest in hunting and fishing orientated the Hunt brothers towards 
their professional careers in wildlife management.  Both Dick and Bob had military 
experience and worked in prairie chicken management with Fred and Fran 
Hammerstrom in Central Wisconsin.  They earned college degrees at the UW-Madison 
in the Wildlife Management Department where they were strongly influenced by the 
successors of Aldo Leopold.  Dick zeroed in on the management of upland game and 
waterfowl while Bob’s zeal was for trout management.  Together they performed 69 
years of extraordinarily productive work with the Wisconsin Conservation Department 
and its successor the Department of Natural Resources.    



Each is credited with the authorship of a long list of professional publications, and they 
are the recipients of many awards, nationally and internationally.  Their contributions 
have been summarized as follows: “Thanks to Dick’s efforts, more than anyone else’s, 
Canada geese, once scarce in Wisconsin, now abound.  Thanks to Bob’s efforts, more 
than anyone else’s, Wisconsin’s wild trout, once diminishing in streams devastated by 
habitat damage and contaminated with hatchery fish, now thrive.   Those improved 
resources enhance the quality of life for the people of Wisconsin and for the visitors to 
its fields, marshes and streams.”  The Hunt brothers have been frequent lecturers and 
project cooperators with Wildlife Management faculty at the UWSP College on Natural 
Resources.      

 

Phil H. Sander 1906 - 2006 
Phil H. Sander was born in Kenosha in 1906 and is one from a very short list of 
environmentalists to survive into his or her 100th year of life. Devotion to natural areas 
was apparent from his early childhood when he explored the forests and wetlands along 
the Lake Michigan shoreline. He earned his living for 47 years as an industrialist in 
Kenosha with the Simmons Company and with American Motors. Throughout his 
working years, his interests ranged from archeology, history, community affairs, and 
service to youth. After his retirement, Carthage College summarized his 
accomplishments as six decades of ardent promotion of conservation and 
environmental protection. 
 
Sander’s noteworthy achievements are overwhelming. Among the tracts of land that he 
played a major role in preserving is the Chiwaukee Prairie, the Grey Dawn Gun Club in 
the Des Plaines River wetlands, and the 4,500 Bong Recreational Area. Sander worked 
closely with other renowned environmentalists who are Conservation Hall of Fame 
inductees Aldo Leopold, Joseph Hickey, Walter Scott, and Owen Gromme. Together 
with Walter Scott, Phil Sander initiated what has now become The Big Tree Society. He 
discovered the twelve thousand year old buried forest along Lake Michigan and his 
maps of it led others to the discovery of a full-grown northern wooly mammoth. 
 
At 95 years of age, Phil Sander narrated a documentary made from clippings of 8 mm 
film that he shot during the 30s and 40s. The sixteen awards listed in his resume’ range 
from a Golden Honor Badge from the Boy Scouts of America to an Honorary Doctorate 
of Public Service from Carthage College. 


