
CONSERVATION HALL OF FAME 2013 INDUCTEES 

Nina Leopold Bradley (1917-2011) 

Nina was the third of the five children of Aldo and Estella Leopold. She promoted the conservation 

philosophy of her father and spent the last three decades of her life writing and lecturing about his land 

ethic while actively continuing his phenological research. 

Nina graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and worked with her first husband, William 

Elder, in wildlife research in Wisconsin, Hawaii, and Botswana. She moved back to Wisconsin in 1976 

with her second husband Charles Bradley and directed research on the Leopold Memorial Reserve. 

Together with Charles she demonstrated the impact of climate on local ecosystems. Nina and Charles 

initiated the Leopold Fellows program that enabled many graduate students to gather research data for 

their Masters and PhD theses. They built their home on the Reserve and met with conservation scholars 

from around the world and gave inspirational lectures based on her father’s insight. Nina Leopold Bradley 

was central in the development of the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center that opened in 2007 and she served on 

the Board until her death in 2011. 

John Thomas Curtis (1913-1961) 

John Curtis was born in Waukesha in 1913. He received an A.B. from Carroll College in I934 and a Ph.D in 

botany from the UW-Madison in 1937 and remained on the faculty there for his entire career. He was 

recognized as a Guggenheim Fellow in 1942 and in 1951. He was interested in the preservation of natural 

ecosystems and Wisconsin now has over 300 State Natural Areas. John Curtis is well known for his book 

The Vegetation of Wisconsin: An Ordination of Plant Communities (1959). His work established the 

nature of the prairie-forest border and the recognition to the “tension zone” where climate, soil, and fire 

have created a dynamic transition. 

At UW-Madison Curtis was instrumental in the development of the Arboretum that was begun by Aldo 

Leopold. Through this he was able to focus ecological research from species to communities and establish 

UW-Madison as the leading school of ecology. His research on prescribed fire as a tool to restore prairie is 

now widely employed in ecological management. The work of Curtis had a profound influence on the 

science of Ecology, and on the management and protection of natural areas in Wisconsin. 

David C. Engleson 

David Engleson was born in Beloit, WI in 1928. Due to the death of his father when he was very young he 

was raised by his mother. His uncle was an outdoorsman and he became a father figure to David. It was 

through him that David became interested in conservation and the environment. Engleson graduated 

from UW-Madison in 1954 with a B.S. degree in Natural Science in the School of Education. He had taken 

wildlife management courses. While teaching science in southern Wisconsin he completed an M.S. degree 

from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He took additional science courses from Purdue 

University, U of Minnesota, Michigan Tech at Houghton, and Wayne State in Detroit. 



As Environmental Education (EE) Consultant for the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for nearly 

three decades Engleson helped shape the policies of three Wisconsin governors, the state legislature, state 

agencies, and local school boards. He worked within the DPI to bring EE to every school district, teacher, 

and child in the state through his efforts to update Administrative Rules for teacher training and 

certification. Through the development of in-service teacher workshops he wrote the book “DPI Guide to 

Curriculum Planning in EE” Engleson is known by professionals in the field as “the father of EE in 

Wisconsin.” His influence on environmental conservation has extended internationally. 

The Conservation Hall of Fame induction of these individuals will take place in the Sentry Theater in Stevens Point on 

Saturday April 20, 2013. The doors will open at 9 a.m. and the ceremony will begin a 10 a.m. 

 


