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Michelle Scarpace of West Bend, WI is a Senior at the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 
majoring in Soil and Land Management with a Wetland Certificate. 
 
While in college she has been active with the soil judging team, the Horicon Marsh Project, 
College Days for Kids, Student Research Fund Committee, and the Envirathon. As co-
coordinator of the Student Success Center Michelle advises students that are undeclared 
natural resource majors. She also continues to utilize her high school life guard training by 
working at the Stevens Point YMCA. 
 
In the spring of 2013 she served as an ambassador of the UW-Stevens Point to address 
environmental issues in Beijing, China. Michelle traveled with Wisconsin DNR Secretary Cathy 
Stepp and former EPA Administrative Associate Rick Otis. While there they met China’s Ministry 
of Environmental Protection and local businesses to address the importance of natural resource 
conservation. As a follow up, this year she led discussion on the importance of soil conservation 
with a group of Chinese students traveling the U.S.  
 
Michelle has also conducted an undergraduate research project under the direction of Dr. Jacob 
Prater. She studied the effects of biochar and cover crops on nitrogen leaching and soil physical 
properties. The results were presented at the Soil Science Society of America’s Annual Meeting 
in November 2013. 
 
To apply her education she spent time working as a technician intern for BKS Environmental in 
Gillette, WY. She conducted baseline measurement of mine reclamation areas by following the 
regulations set by the EPA and Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality.  
 
Upon graduation she plans to continue her education and research on landscape pedology and 
biogeochemical cycling in soils. Her ultimate goal is to continue to educate the importance of 
soil conservation through government, academic, or a community-based approach and 
promote the status of women in the soil science field.  
 
Michelle says, “It disappoints me that other people may not be able to share my enjoyment of 
the outdoors. I chose to study in the field of conservation to help preserve the environment so 
that all can appreciate the outdoors as much as I do.” 
 


