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SAVE THE 

DATE 

Thursday,  

February 20th 

2014 

 

Soil Health 

and Cover 

Crops 

“It’s the  

Organic  

Matter!” 

 

at the 

Kalahari  

Resort in  

Wisconsin Dells 

http://wi-swcs.org 

Its not uncommon to hear the tongue and cheek 

phrase, “It’s the Organic Matter, Stupid”  when 

discussing  soil health and cover crops.   

WI SWCS is giving you a chance to hear more 

about this topic on  Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 

the 2014 Wisconsin SWCS Annual Conference in 

Wisconsin Dells.   

A broad panel of  Midwest farmers, conservationists 

and researchers will be coming to Wisconsin to 

share their knowledge and enthusiasm on how to 

improve and protect our precious soil resource 

through soil health and cover crops! 

 

Want to be updated as details develop?  Follow us 

online by going to http://wi-swcs.org and 

joining our email list! 



Support WI SWCS ~ Annual Contributor’s Drive 

Dear Conservationist: 

 

Each year the Wisconsin Chapter of  the Soil and Water Conservation Society conducts 
their annual Contributor's Drive to raise funds for various chapter programs and especially 
the scholarship program. 

 

The funds generated from the Contributor's Drive assist the Wisconsin Chapter in carrying 
out these programs to insure we reach our membership with program areas which benefit 
the membership and also help students planning to enter the field of  natural resource 
professions. 

 

Currently, we have active student chapters at UW-Stevens Point and UW-Platteville, which 
we support with the scholarship program.   The scholarship program encourages students 
to plan for a career in the natural resource areas. 

 

We hope you will give consideration to assist with funding during our Contributor's Drive 
to help our chapter carry out programs of  natural resource interest, and also  the 
scholarships. 

 

Please indicate your contribution for the following areas in the Contributor's Drive: 

 

Chapter Programs   _________   

Chapter Scholarships _________ 

Other Chapter Activities _________ 

 

Please direct your contribution to: WI Chapter SWCS  and forward to   

Eugene Hausner, Chapter Treasurer 

520 N Worcester Street 

Spring Green, WI 53588 

 

Thank you for your support of  the Wisconsin Chapter programs and scholarship areas. 

Wisconsin SWCS Chapter Finance Committee 

Eugene Hausner, Chair Person 

 



Summer Tour 

 

The Wisconsin Chapter SWCS Summer Tour was held on Friday, August 9th. The group of  

approximately 20 met for this year’s focus, Southwestern Wisconsin Prairie, Savanna, and 

Cold Water Stream Habitat Restoration.  

Our first stop was at Borah Creek State Natural Area. The site is a former pasture on mostly 

shallow to bedrock soils. It is in various stages of  restoration by the local Prairie Enthusiasts 

and boasts the 3rd largest population of  the Federally Endangered Prairie Bush Clover 

(Lespedeza leptostachya) in the state. Armund Bartz, DNR Ecologist, led the tour. Many 

native legumes, such as Round-headed Bush Clover, Purple and White Prairie Clover, Tick 

Trefoils, and Lead Plant were providing host to Eastern Tailed-Blue butterflies in flight. 

Other notable species we saw were blazing stars, showy goldenrod, gray-leaved goldenrod, 

grass-leaved goldenrod, marble seed, prairie violets, and cream indigo. We also saw areas that 

were degraded and in the process of  restoration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 The next stop was at the scenic John Kussmaul property near Woodman. John’s property was 

along the Wisconsin River and offered examples of  sand prairies and upland mesic prairies, oak 

savanna, and oak woodlands. There was so much in bloom that it could be hard to focus on one 

plant. Some notable species we saw were Dolls Eye, Sand Milkweed, Germander, and Prickly 

Pear cactus. Through Burning, interseeding, brush management, and forest thinning John has 

transformed his property back into a real ecological gem that could take days to fully explore. 

From a soil aspect, the property was unique in having heavier soil under the aeolian sands was 

perching the water table so wet-mesic species were found high up on the dunes, looking 

peculiarly out of  place.  

The afternoon focused on cold water stream 

restoration on Big Spring Creek near Highland. Joe 

Schmelz from the NRCS, Bradd Simms from DNR 

Fisheries, and Jeff  Hastings from Trout Unlimited 

showed us the in-stream habitat that’s been 

implemented over the past 5 and more years. The 

stream went through a historic flash flood this spring, 

so the group was able to see large rocks tossed 

around by the powerful river. It reminded us that 

nothing we install is permanent, and engineering 

specs are used for a reason. Bradd and his crew 

shocked A LOT of  trout and non-game feeder fish 

and did some invertebrate identification with us. We 

saw engineered lunker structures, root wads, rock 

weirs, backwater refuges, and learned the importance 

of  using local on-site materials, such as tree logs, for 

cheap and effective habitat. 

 

 

The day ended at the Big Spring that gives the stream it’s 

name. After a hot day, the cold water was a pleasant 

ending. 

 

Ryan Gerlich, WI SWCS President 


